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1.Antond, Colorado )$ )$ *$ *$ ' $ )$
2. Hangman® Trestle, Colorado *$ )$ *$ *$ *$ *$
3.LavaNewMexico *$ 2% *$ *$ *$ *$
4. Big Horn Section House, CO *$ *$ ) $ *$ *$ *$
5. Big Horn, New Mexico )$ *$ *$ *$ *$ *$
6. Subétte NewMexto U ) $ ) $ *$ *$ *$
7.ToltecNewMexto )$ *$ *$ *$ *$ *$
8. Tunnel No. 1, New Mexico )$ 2% *$ *$ *$ *$
9. Toltec Section House, CO *3$ *$ )$ *3$ *$ *$
10.Phantom Curve,Colotado *$ *$ )$ *$ *$ *$
11. Tunnel No. 2, New Mexico )$ )$ *$ )$ *$ *$
12. Osier, Colorado 2% Us 23 *$ )$ *$
13. Cascade Creek, Colorado *$ )$ *$ *$ *$ *$
14. Los Pinos, Colorado )$ 2% )$ *$ *$ *$
15. Apache Canyon, Colorado )$ *$ *$ *$ *$ *$
16.Cumbres, Cobrado 3% U 3% *$ )$ )$
17. Coxo, Colorado )$ *$ *$ *$ *$ *$
18. Cresco, Colorado )$ )$ )$ *$ *$ *$
19. Lobato, New Mexico *$ 2% *$ *$ )$ *$
20. Chama, New Mexico )*$ 43 2% *$ 2% *$
Total 28 28 14 1 11 2
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Location Contributing Noncontributing
Resource Buildings Structues Buildings
Annib
Depot (new) 1
Lava
Telephone shed 1
Watetank 1
Big Horn
Telephone shed 1
Sublete
Section houses
Handcar shed
Water tank and standpipe 1
Toltec
Telephone shed 1
Osier
Section house
Handcar shed 1
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Watetank 1
Los Pinos
Watetank 1
Cumbres
Section house 1
Handcar shed 1
Water tank and standpipe 1
Snowshed 1
Coxo
Telephone shed 1
Cresco
Telephone shed 1
Watetank 1
Lobato
Stock loading pens 1
Chama
Watetank 1
Coaling tower 1
Stock loading pens 1
Depot 1
Total 13 11 1
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Architects/ Builders (continued)

Leslie Brothers Manufacturing Company
American Locomotive Company

C.F. Jordan Company

Pullman Palace Car Company

Jackson & Sharp Company

Fairmont Company

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 64-mile long Antonito, Colorado, to Chama, New Mexico, portion of the Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad San Juan Extension (D&RG-SJE) was listed in the National Register on January 16, 1973, as
the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad (C&TS). As with many of the early National Register listings,
the exact areas and periods of significance are somewhat unclear. Though the railroad® role in the
westward expansion of the nation was briefly mentioned, the property was listed at a local level of
significance. The additional documentation that follows places the San Juan Extension in a national
context and demonstrates that the Antonito to Chama segment is significant at the national level under
Criterion A in the area of transportation and Criterion C in the area of engineering. Though commerce
was not an area of significance specifically marked on the original nomination form, this area was
included in the National Register Information System database, apparently in recognition of the
railroad® key role as an agent of commercial activity along its transportation corridor.

The period of significance begins in 1880 with the completion of the rail line from Antonito to Chama
and ends in 1967, the year in which the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) ceased operations. In
July 1970, the D&RG sold the line along with its buildings, fixed structures and significant amounts of
operating equipment to the states of Colorado and New Mexico. Though the period of significance
extends ten years past the traditional fifty-year ending point for National Register nominations, the
district need not meet the Criteria Consideration G requirements for several reasons. First, the ten-year
period constitutes only a small portion of the full 127-year period of significance. Second, the 1967
closing date marks an important point in the operation and significance of the districtbthe end of rail
operations over the route by the D&RG. The railroad continued to operate effectively as a steam
locomotive-powered, narrow gauge segment of a Class-1 U.S. railroad during this final ten-year interval.
The railroad continued to provide important freight rail service and occasional passenger excursions for
its customers during the last decade of operation. Finally, no new resources were added to the district
during the period from 1957 to 1967. The D&RG® ongoing use and continued, though limited,
maintenance of the segment helped insure the high degree of physical integrity that is a critical factor in
the property® current ability to convey its national significance.

The national level of significance is best realized by comparing the Antonito to Chama segment of the
D&RG-SJE to the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad (D&SNG), a branch line at the end of
the extension. The later was formally recognized as a National Historic Landmark, and thus a



